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In response to a question at a daily news briefing on Sept. 20, House Speaker Jim Wright said that
the CIA masterminded opposition activities in Nicaragua in hopes of prompting an overreaction
by the government. He said, "We have received clear testimony from CIA people that they had
deliberately done things to provoke an overreaction on the part of the government in Nicaragua."
According to the New York Times (09/21/88), Wright's comments marked the first time that a
government official has publicly acknowledged such activity and explicitly stated that the CIA
has reported it to Congress. The Reagan administration has been supporting covert operations
against the Sandinistas since 1981. The effort was divided between providing aid to the contras
and funneling assistance to Nicaragua's internal opposition. The Nicaraguan government has
charged on numerous occasions that the CIA has tried to destabilize the government by fomenting
opposition and based much of their internal policy on resisting the covert operations. The
congressional committees investigating the Iran-contra affair gathered evidence that Oliver North
used money raised from the Iran arms sales to supplement the CIA's program for supporting antiSandinista politicians. The information was deleted from documents released by the committee
because the administration insisted it remain classified. An unnamed State Department official
cited by the Times asserted that Wright was giving the Sandinistas "the ammunition they need" to
continue holding 39 prisoners arrested July 10 at an anti-government demonstration in Nandaime.
The official said Wright was putting the prisoners under suspicion by suggesting that they might
have been organized or assisted by the CIA.
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